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Cover Photo
A royal knight of chivalry kneels in prayer in a chapel of the Tower of 
London. The Tower is one of the residences of the British monarchy – it 
was founded in 1066 and houses the crown jewels. This whole complex has 
witnessed the  Bohemian Reformation of the 14th century, the Gutenberg 
Press revolution of the 15th century, the Protestant Reformation of the 16th  
century and the English Reformation of the 16th century; now, silently it 
is witnessing the digitoral revolution of the 21st century.





Because the Sovereign LORD helps me, I will not be disgraced. 
Therefore have I set my face like flint, and I know 

I will not be put to shame. 
Isaiah 50:7

After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light [of life] and 
be satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify 

many, and he will bear their iniquities. 
Isaiah 53:11



Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:   
Who, being in very nature  God, did not consider equality 

with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, 
taking the very nature2 of a servant, being made in human 

likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled 
himself and became obedient to death—even death on a cross! 
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him 
the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 

the glory of God the Father. 
Philippians 2:5—11 
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Editor’s Note
Samuel E. Chiang
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In Sync with the Majority Worldview: Honor and Shame
Our discussions on the “gospel” were lively. The participants at the Houston 
Baptist University consultation on orality and theological education were 
fully engaged; this included chancellors, presidents, provosts, academic 
deans, professors and practitioners. The issue was not the incorrectness of 
the gospel, but the incompleteness of the gospel presented from a Western 
evangelical viewpoint. In our modern, reductionist approach to speaking 
about the gospel, we often neglect the biblical worldview that is included 
in the Scripture, that of honor and shame.

Ever since the printing press revolution, the reading and understanding of 
Scripture has helped the spiritual growth of the individual, the understanding 
of doctrine, and the anchoring of theological moorings. However, in the 
process we have also privatized our faith; as some would describe it, 
we have become little popes interpreting the Scripture and expediently 
transmitting the gospel as we see fit. Often times, I have been reminded on 
this orality journey, that one of the central objectives is to make available 
the full counsel of the Word of God to all peoples. Contrary to popular 
association, orality is not merely storytelling. It is a broad discipline that 
provides the Church with potential tools from different communication 
paradigms which can be used so that people of different communication 
backgrounds can engage the whole Word of God.

Somewhere along the way the Church in the West got side-tracked. We 
did not teach every book of the Bible. We started to reduce what was to 
be taught. Combining this trend with the fact that people are engaging 
with Scripture less robustly, we teach only portions of Scripture—usually 
the New Testament—often skewed towards certain genre. I was speaking 
recently with a NT professor who teaches at a famous evangelical university. 
The professor was lamenting the trend in his NT Survey course: the 
students cannot even read through the entire New Testament. As a result, 
the professor was assigning only the book of Luke (not even Luke -- Acts) 
to be read as a course textbook; the shocking reality is that the students 
are not even able to finish the book of Luke!



Scripture engagement needs attention, but also understanding of the 
Scriptural  worldview that includes “honor and shame.” The West and the 
Church in the West are facing the acceleration of societies embracing “honor 
and shame” so much so that Christianity Today devoted major coverage 
to the topic of “honor and shame” in its 2015 March issue. Incidentally it 
quoted three of the participant-authors who were at the Houston Baptist 
University Orality Consultation. (Note their newest books are shown on 
the inside, outside, and back cover of this issue of the Journal.)

In the West, our literature, reflections, and theological approaches to 
“honor and shame” have been negligent. On the other hand, the rest of the 
world, the global south-east, the Majority Church continually to function 
within an “honor-shame” worldview. A treasury of riches awaits discovery 
and exploration by the Church. In this publication we intend to invite the 
richness from the Majority World to speak into this matter so that we can 
all appreciate better the “fullness” of the gospel.

In this issue, we are well-served by Werner Mischke, who provides an overview 
of biblical passages covering honor-shame and its implications to oral preference 
learners. Michael Wilson and Joe Handley disclose from the leadership lab 
what is succeeding in a highly literate Japan working with a predominantly 
oral culture. We are grateful to Andrew McFarland for tracing William Carey’s 
challenges with communication and how he came to embrace oral preference 
learners. Margaret Doll helps us to look at how the integration of literacy 
and orality can really work and how important it is to recover orality within 
the culture so as to be effective. Veteran orality practitioner Annette Hall 
discusses overcoming the temptations to “over-teach and explain,” which can 
often short circuit the learning experience for oral preference learners. Paul 
Trinh’s blog updates us to his own journey in orality and we are grateful to 
both Susangeline Y. Patrick and Irene Maonei Kabete for their book reviews.  

I am personally delighted that Geoffrey W. Hahn has joined the Editorial 
Committee and that William Coppedge is agreeing to serve as Associate Editor.

On the journey together,

 
Samuel E. Chiang
From Hong Kong, SAR, China
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Leader Development Laboratory: Japanese 
Oral Culture
Michael L. Wilson with Joseph Handley

As I, Joseph Handley, lead a mission focused on developing leaders who 
reproduce leaders and multiply churches for the transformation of  Asia, 
I often hear stories like the one below. 

Michael Wilson, church multiplication catalyst in the context of  Japan, 
shares how orality operates in one of  the most literate nations in the world.

Japan is famous for having one 
of the highest literacy rates 

in the world. However, there are 
several indications in the culture 
that orality still plays a large 
role: the use of haiku, learning 
mathematics via onomatopoetic 
sounds, and successfully planting 
daughter churches with lay 
church planters via 
inductive training.

I n d i g e n o u s 
oral preference 
communicators/
learners and 
modern quasi-oral 
(i.e. digital) learners 
must be approached 
in teaching differently 
than those who have been 
socialized in a literary culture even 
though all adult learners profit from 
the introduction of some inductive 
elements that engage orality (and 
respect their experience) in the 
learning process. The world of 

communications is changing rapidly 
due in large part to the Internet. 
Richard Jensen tells us that the 
human race has lived through 
“three communication eras: (1) 
oral or oral-aural, (2) script, which 
reached critical breakthroughs with 
the invention first of the alphabet 
and then later of alphabetic movable 
type, and (3) electronic . . . these 

three stages are essentially stages 
of verbalization” (1993, 17).

In Japanese education, much of 
the learning is still done by rote 
memorization. Oral recitation 
of lessons is still common. And 

now that Internet usage has 
taken off in Okinawa Prefecture, 

with the lowest per capita income 
and educational rate (Organisation 
for Economic Co-operation and 
Development 2013), the smaller 
jump from oral culture to quasi-
oral culture with polymorphic 
electronic communication affects 
how ministry must be conducted. 

In Japanese 
education, 
much of the 
learning is 
still done 

by rote 
memorization.
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The many relational oral 
communication elements of the 
ALPHA Course have made it a 
particularly effective vehicle for 
communicating the gospel to 
primarily oral learners in Okinawa. 
The following two-column bullet 
approach is helpful in comparing 
elements of an oral culture and a 
literate culture.

Preaching in an Oral Culture 
1.  Stitching stories together 
2.  Use of repetition
3.  Situational vs. abstraction
4.  A tone of conflict
5.  Right brain communication
6.  Metaphors of participation
7.  Thinking in story

Preaching in a Literate Culture
1.  Linear development of ideas
2.  Structure ideas in space
3.  Propositions as the main 

points
4.  Analytical in nature
5.  Left brain communication
6.  Metaphors of illustration
7.  Thinking in ideas (Jensen 

1993, 43) 

While running the ALPHA Course, 
we found it helpful to introduce the 
Ten Commandments using a pictorial 
mnemonic drawing (See facing page 
38). All 20+ attenders were able to 
memorize the Ten Commandments 
and repeat them in any order in about 

ten minutes. This was very helpful 
at the last ALPHA meeting during 
which we discussed what is “church” 
and how believers can be faithful 
to honor their father and mother 
while reserving their worship for 
Christ alone. With that important 
point understood, eight chose baptism 
and the church was birthed.

Later, in discipleship groups, we 
used a curriculum developed by 
Jeff  Reed. The First Principles 
Series (2003) has been adapted 
and translated by Sendai Baptist 
Seminary into Japanese. This new 
teaching method engages learners 
orally. I once heard a lay church 
planter from Keisen Church in 
Yamagata say that the new believers 
at his church plant were being 
discipled using The First Principles 
Series. He was excited because he 
claimed that believers taught using 
the Church Based Theological 
Education (CBTE) curriculum 
were developed into disciples who 
have their own individual vision 
which complements and fits within 
the vision of the church. 

He was saying that the discovery 
learning which takes place when 
using CBTE results in disciples 
who “buy into” the mission of 
the church with full engagement. 
Keisen has sent out planters who 
have developed close to 20 new 
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daughter churches in other parts 
of Japan. All have been trained 
by the CBTE discussion and 
reflection method that utilizes 
literary elements but is clearly 
predominantly oral in nature.

During one of our discipleship 
groups in Okinawa using the First 
Principles Series, one lady who 
had very little formal schooling 
caught the importance of baptism 
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and decided to take the step of 
baptism. On several occasions, 
I was overjoyed and surprised 
by the practical insights into 
the scriptures that several new 
believers displayed amidst the 
reflection, discussion, and peer 
teaching of  the CBTE small 
group curriculum. Participants 
were engaged to play their 
part in fulfilling Christ’s Great 
Commission.

References
Jensen, Richard A. 1993. Thinking in Story: Preaching in a Post-Literate Age. 

Lima, Ohio: C.S.S. Pub.

“OECD Regions at a Glance 2013 – Japan Profile.” 2013. Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development. Accessed January 22, 2015, from

  www.oecd.org/gov/regional-policy/Country-statistics-profile-Japan.pdf.  

Reed, Jeff. 2003. Teaching the First Principles in the First Principles Series. 
LearnCorp Resources. Ames, Iowa: BILD International. Accessed January 
22, 2015, from bild.org/resources/first_principles. 

http://www.orality.net


All professors are granted standing permission to reproduce any portion 
of  this journal without securing prior permission.

96        

http://www.orality.net


AVAILABLE NOW

http://www.amazon.com/The-Global-Gospel-Achieving-Multicultural-ebook/dp/B00QCW1B1M


www.orality.netAVAILABLE NOW


